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after the national humiliation at Sedan, after Paris had endured
four months' siege by the Germans, after Gambetta's republi-
can Government of National Defence had failed to sustain the
guerre a outrance, and after Bismarck's troops had marched
down the Champs-filysees. It was occasioned, but scarcely
caused, by the decision of the new National Assembly at Bor-
deaux to move to Versailles rather than to Paris, and by the
attempt of Thiers to remove the battery of guns from Mont-
martre. As an aftermath of the siege the population of Paris no
longer included many of its more wealthy citizens, who had
fled south, but it did include some 40,000 evacuees and refugees
from the German-occupied provinces. The lead in the insurrec-
tion was taken by the few thousand followers of that peculiarly
Parisian figure, Auguste Blanqui. His was the great name in the
Paris underworld of full-time, professional revolutionaries
which had grown up throughout the many changes of the nine-
teenth century. Blanqui's tradition was that of the barricades—
he had fought behind them as early as 1827. He represents the
simplest form of the revolutionary tradition, anti-parliamen-
tarian and anarchist, and he was the idol of many young intel-
lectuals. Perhaps he was the direct heir of Babeuf.
Closely allied with the Blanquists in precipitating the Com-
mune were the Jacobins, led by Delescluze and Felix Pyat.
They clung to the old traditions, particularly deep-rooted in
Paris, of the Commune of 1793 and the Reign of Terror. They
kept as their slogans Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, Sover-
eignty of the People, and the Republic 'one and indivisible'.
They had become long skilled in the technique of resistance in
the previous fifty years but had become, in the process, quix-
otic, doctrinaire and romantic. These were the real Communards
—harking back to the Terror as a golden age when republican
virtue really triumphed, seeing in demagogy, an inflammatory
press and the barricades the true instruments of progress. The
spirit of Rousseau lived on, even in their'city-State9 conception
of politics; and if these neo-Jacobins admitted an omnicompe-
tent State, it was only the State as a commune, not as a nation.
To complete this apotheosis of the revolutionary tradition
there were the Socialists—followers of Saint-Simon and Four-

